
From the CANE Intersectionality Sub-Committee: Happy Indigenous People's Day and an 

invitation to Take Action for the TRC Calls to Action 

 

June 21st, 2021 

Dear CANE members, 

We write to you today to celebrate Indigenous cultures, communities and individuals across the 

country as it is Indigenous People’s Day. 

As a board with only one board member who is of Indigenous heritage to Turtle Island, we know 

we have much to learn and much to work towards to right our relationships and our Canadian 

society. We write to you soberly in light of the recent finding of mass unmarked graves of young 

children in the residential schools near Tk’emlups, BC, Brandon, Manitoba, Lestock, 

Saskatchewan, and the many more that are yet to be uncovered.  MP Mumilaaq Qaqqaq’s 

farewell speech to the house of commons is also on our minds. 

We invite you to join us in upholding the good work done by Indigenous persons, communities 

and organizations across these lands, from celebrating Indigenous culture and life, to ensuring 

health and wellness for communities, to justice for all First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples of 

these lands. 

We invite you to follow and take in Indigenous centered news such as on APTN and IndigiNews, 

scientists, elders, politicians, artists and cultural workers from the lands on which you live, and 

lastly, to learn the creation stories of those lands as well, as recommended by Andrea Landry of 

Indigenous Motherhood. 

Did you know about the Canadian Indigenous Nurses Association?  Every year they have 

nominations for an indigenous nurse or midwife - if a colleague comes to mind, please submit a 

nomination! 

Invitation to take Action to Support the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action  

We see the need to take action and to do our part to address the systemic racism that puts the 

wellness of Indigenous lives at risk in a disproportionate way still to this day.  

We  invite you to take action today to support nursing curricula that incorporate the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s Call to Action.   

https://www.aptn.ca/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://indiginews.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1633208630671000&usg=AOvVaw0SjJd5CaNR3DSPr40jCqmp
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://indiginews.com/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1633208630671000&usg=AOvVaw0SjJd5CaNR3DSPr40jCqmp
http://www.indigenousmotherhood.com/
https://indigenousnurses.ca/about
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf


This is all the more important in light of the findings of the findings of the 2020 Independent 

Investigation into Indigenous-specific discrimination in B.C. Healthcare, the racism that led to 

the death of Joyce Echaquan , the refusal of the Québec government to recognize Joyce’s 

principles proposed by her Atikamekw community and nation, denying structural racism, and the 

recommendations from the National Inquiry into Missing Murdered Indigenous Women and 

Girls. 

We invite you to use the attached draft template (here), and refer to the example letter (here), so 

as to let your school, faculty and/or alma mater know how much this matters to you. The CASN 

Framework of Strategies for Nursing Education to Respond to the Calls to Action of Canada’s 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission is a recommended read and resource. 

To all of our members who are settlers, we invite you to take action as we have been clearly 

asked by the larger Indigenous community - so that the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action 

be fully completed.  It is important that our nursing schools know we take notice of the work 

done and the work yet to do. 

Please send us a copy of the letters you send, so that we may also know of the good work done! 

A most sincere thank you, 

Marilyne Tovar 

Manitoba Representative and Chair of the Intersectionality and Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission Sub-Committee 

Canadian Association of Nurses for the Environment 

e: marilyne.tovar@cnhe-iise.ca 

c: 819 216 1481 

  

I acknowledge and am grateful for living on the lands of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Dakota, Dene, 

Métis, and Oji-Cree Nations. 

  

Pronouns: she/hers 

 

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/addressingracism/
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/addressingracism/
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/introducing-joyce-s-principle-atikamekw-present-joyce-s-principle-to-the-governments-of-quebec-and-canada-815977075.html
https://www.aptnnews.ca/featured/quebec-rejects-joyces-principle-because-it-calls-for-recognition-of-systemic-racism/
https://www.aptnnews.ca/featured/quebec-rejects-joyces-principle-because-it-calls-for-recognition-of-systemic-racism/
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vRUEjrikm6gQAe4D_eLPrwGR_ZSlk4AmeXqR7V4ZaZuBgxgSVOmL4vvb_7j2Pma3g/pub&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1633208630675000&usg=AOvVaw3KZeWmoW5K-29n94w4kmj2
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSFSnS8GGRkYH_7ZlGyESslp3MnfoCWaZhgafcr3OdKYjyVoqxosDFcNSIcxIbNnw/pub&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1633208630675000&usg=AOvVaw2eSoqq_vKl2G8wek4Xkd5p
https://www.casn.ca/2020/11/framework-of-strategies-for-nursing-education-to-respond-to-the-calls-to-action-of-canadas-truth-and-reconciliation-commission/
https://www.casn.ca/2020/11/framework-of-strategies-for-nursing-education-to-respond-to-the-calls-to-action-of-canadas-truth-and-reconciliation-commission/
https://www.casn.ca/2020/11/framework-of-strategies-for-nursing-education-to-respond-to-the-calls-to-action-of-canadas-truth-and-reconciliation-commission/
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/trc/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit
https://yellowheadinstitute.org/trc/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit

